
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

April 13, 2020 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this thirteenth day 

of April, 2020.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ 

Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 

250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission business: 

Commissioner Johnson reported he had met with the Salina Balloon Committee and they are working on 

preparing for the Balloon Festival this spring/summer, but because of the CoVid-19 shut down, they have 

not made a final determination to hold the festival.  They will have another meeting on May 4th, and will 

determine what to do at that time. 

 

Commissioner Brown then discussed the Health Department, Hospital, EMS, etc.  that the first responders 

have worked hard and put in extra time during the pandemic and wanted to express thanks for the work 

they are doing and the preparations they are making.   

 

Commissioner Ogden then reported on the last Special Service District #1 meeting, that because of the 

possible reduction in revenues, they are working on the current projects and not adding any new ones at 

this time. 

 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash then reviewed with the Commissioners a letter from the Utah 

Association of Counties discussing items relating to the CoVid-19 pandemic and what is happening with 

the legislature and throughout the State.   

 

Minutes of March 23rd Commission Meeting approved: 

The Commission then reviewed the minutes from the March 23rd Commission Meeting.  After review, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the minutes as written, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report from March approved: 

The Commission then reviewed the Payment Approval Report from March 2020.  After review, 

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Payment Approval Report from March, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Fee increase for Sheriff Office approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a report from Sheriff Curtis indicating that because of the increase in 

records request at this time, he is asking for an amendment to the fee schedule which includes a $5 fee for 

a basic records request, a $20 per hour charge for time required to fill the request, $50 for certified copies 

of the material, and $25 for a digital file request.  The Commission asked County Attorney Casey Jewkes 

if he was aware of the increase in demand for requests, and Mr. Jewkes indicated there had been a 

substantial increase which is taking a lot of time.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to 

approve the change in the fee schedule for the Sheriff, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

County Personnel Policies adopted: 

Human Resource Director LeighAnn Wheeler then reviewed with the Commission Section 12B 

Flexibility in Working from Home policy, which would put in place a policy to help County Employees 

with the ability to be able to work from home during emergency situations, whether they be State, 

Federal, or County.  This is being brought on by the CoVid-19.  She has been working with the Utah 
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Association of Counties, and GBS to get information for the policy, which has been reviewed by the 

Commission and Department Heads.  She reminded them that this only applies during an emergency 

situation, and that at other times employees should be in their designated offices working normal shifts.  

After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve Section 12B Flexibility in Working from 

Home Policy, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Ms. Wheeler then reviewed with the Commissioners Section 10C, which is a mandated policy specifically 

for the CoVid-19 from the Families First Coronavirus Response Act detailing the federal requirement for 

payment to employees who have been personally affected by the virus, whether it be them or their 

immediate families, as mandated by the Department of Labor.  She noted that this policy will expire 

December 31, 2020.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to adopt this policy as outlined, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Employees hired: 

Ms. Wheeler then reviewed with the Commissioners replacing two employees who had resigned from the 

County.  She recommended hiring Jessica Mills effective March 30, 2020, as a Justice Court Clerk 1, 

Grade 9, at $13.61 per hour, and Andrew Douglas effective April 6, 2020, as a Correction Cook 1, Grade 

8 at $13.25 per hour.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the replacement hires 

as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Agreement for funding improvements at Blackhawk Arena approved: 

The Commissioners then discussed an agreement with Salina City Municipal Building Authority to 

continue support for the Blackhawk Arena.  The Commission noted that the County had participated in 

the bond to help build the facility totaling $20,000 per year, as well as an additional $20,000 beginning in 

2008 to help Salina City repay a bond they had taken out to improve the facility.  The original bond 

payment ended last year.  The Salina City Municipal Building Authority is requesting continued payment 

of $20,000 per year until 2038 for the bond made in 2008, with an additional $20,000 for the next three 

years to aid with improvements to the facility.  After review and discussion, noting that this funding 

comes from the Recreation Tax Fund for these improvements, and as long as these funds are available, 

the County will continue to participate.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 

agreement between Sevier County and Salina City Municipal Building Authority, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Business license request referred to Salina City: 

The Commission then reviewed a business license request from Terry Satterwhite, and questioned 

whether the business address is within Salina City limits.  They noted the application had been approved 

by the Zoning Administrator.  The Commission then approved the business license subject to verification 

by the Zoning Administrator as to the place of business and, if it was within city limits, Mr. Satterwhite 

would need to apply to Salina City.  The Zoning Administrator reported back that the business is within 

Salina City limits, and that the applicant was directed to the City.  The Commission Cancelled their 

previous approval.  

 

Resolution 2020-4-1 authorizing intervention in Centrally Assessed litigation adopted: 

The Commission reviewed Resolution 2020-4-1 Authorizing Intervention, Pursuit and Defense of Action 

filed by WB Games and DirecTV LLC vs. Utah State Tax Commission which was filed by the taxpayer 

seeking to be locally assessed and not subject to central assessment by the State.  The Commission noted 

that the County does not have the training or expertise to assess these types of businesses that have been 

assessed by the State under the Central Assessment Rules, the County would like to express their intent to 

authorize  Thomas Peters to protect the County’s interest that the taxpayer continue to be assessed by the 
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State and not by the County.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to adopt Resolution 2020-

4-1, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Agreement with Automated Merchant Systems Inc. approved: 

The Commission then considered a request from Sevier County Recorder Jason Monroe to authorize an 

agreement and application between the Sevier County Recorder’s office and Automated Merchant 

Systems Inc. to provide for electronic payments through the Recorder’s Office for electronic filing for 

deeds and other documents that need to be recorded.  Mr. Monroe discussed this previously with the 

Commissioners, and noted that this company works with Tyler-Eagle on the program we currently use, 

that it would be a seamless transaction with no cost to the County, and any fees related to doing the 

electronic payments would be charged to the customer by the third party.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the agreement and authorized the Recorder to sign the necessary 

documents, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous.  

 

Grant and Agreement with USDA for Control or Eradication of Viper Grass approved: 

The Commission then considered a Grant and Agreement between the Utah Department of Agriculture 

and Food and Sevier County concerning the control or eradication of Viper Grass in Sevier County.  

Weed Supervisor Dave Sorensen had discussed the grant with Commissioner Ogden, noting that the 

funding is available this current year, and he is working on a grant for funding in the next State cycle.  

Mr. Sorensen has used this type of grant previously, and it has been very helpful.  After discussion and 

noting that the grant had been signed previously as it needed to be returned, Commissioner Johnson 

moved to ratify the grant as requested, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Items declared surplus: 

The Commissioners then reviewed a list of surplus items, noting that most of them are obsolete and had 

already been disposed of, with the remaining items to be included in a future sale.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to declare the list of items surplus and authorize them for disposal as 

indicated, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Resolution 2020-4-2 supporting legal action by the State of Utah adopted: 

The Commission then discussed the lawsuit by the Western Watersheds Project vs. US Forest Service, 

indicating the Western Watersheds Project felt that the Forest Service had not followed their procedures 

properly with some of the grazers in the Monroe Mountain area, and felt like the animal units should be 

reduced and not allowed in the future.  The Commissioners want to be a friend of the Court and be 

involved in the lawsuit and try to maintain the grazing rights and animal units available on the Monroe 

ground as well as in other forest areas in Sevier County to ensure that the grazers would not be penalized 

by the actions taken by the Western Watersheds project or the Forest Service. Commissioner Brown also 

mentioned that both Sevier County and Piute County Commissioners had gone to the legislature and 

secured funding to help finance an independent study to help protect the grazing rights for the ranchers.  

The County Attorney said he had reviewed a couple of different resolutions proposed from Utah 

Association of Counties and Mark Ward, who is aware of the lawsuit and the needs of the Counties. After 

discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve Resolution 2020-4-2 supporting legal action by the 

State of Utah, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:16 p.m. 

 

 


